Multiple MAGE-A genes as surveillance marker for the detection of circulating tumor cells in patients with ovarian cancer.
Ovarian cancer is a leading cause of death among gynecologic malignancies. In this study, we reported the expression of melanoma-associated antigens A (MAGE-A) genes in peripheral blood from 80 patients with ovarian cancer and 30 healthy donors. MAGE-As expression was associated with the factors indicating poor prognosis. The expressions of MAGE-As and each individual MAGE-A genes were also associated with low overall survival of patients with ovarian cancer. Our results suggested MAGE-A genes may have the potential to be surveillance markers for the detection of circulating tumor cells and represent a poor prognosis for patients with ovarian cancer.